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HOLYOKE SCHOOL DISTRICT RE-lJ  
ELEMENTARY STUDENT RETENTION CRITERIA 

 
The Holyoke School District is dedicated to continuous improvement in the academic 
achievement of each student.  The professional staff is expected to place students at the 
grade level best suited to them academically, socially and emotionally. 
 
Students normally move annually from grade to grade. Exceptions may be made, when in 
the judgment of the professional staff and parent/guardian working together, agree it is in 
the best educational interest of the student to be retained.  A pupil may be retained when 
he/she has not reached a standard of achievement that would allow the student to 
progress satisfactorily in the next grade. Retention may also be utilized for a child who is 
not sufficiently mature socially, emotionally, mentally or physically. 
 
As a general rule, students may be retained in one grade level for a maximum of two 
years if the points listed below are followed: 

 
1. It will benefit the student. The welfare of the student is to be considered as foremost 

in all decisions. 
 
2. If retention is being considered, parents should be notified by the end of the first 

semester or earlier if possible. The student's progress should be discussed at the 
spring parent-teacher conference and the final decision made by May 1. 

 
3. After evaluating the student's achievement, the teacher will put in writing why the 

student needs to be retained. In evaluating student achievement, each teacher will 
make use of all available information, including results of teacher-made tests and 
other measures of skill and content mastery, standardized test results and teacher 
observation of student progress. 

 
4. The written recommendation is given to the principal, and the principal and the 

teacher will discuss the retention. If both agree to the retention (the principal as the 
final power to promote the student if need be), the parents will be called in and the 
problem will be discussed with them.  

 
5. The superintendent is sent a list of any planned retentions along with reasons (brief 

statement), which should include the name of the teacher recommending retention 
and the name of the teacher the student will be assigned to for the coming year.  
Also included in the list should be the information about previous retentions (actual or 
recommended), the date of the parent/principal conference, and whether the parent 
concurs with the recommendation for retention. 
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The following are factors which might be considered when deciding whether to retain an 
elementary student in a grade: 
 
1. The student's ability to perform academic tasks and basic skills measured by teacher 

assessment is below that expected in the current grade level. 
 
2. The student's ability to perform academic tasks and basic skills as measured by 

standardized achievement tests is below that expected in the current grade level.  
 
3. The student's social behaviors are typical of those students younger in chronological 

age. 
 
4. The student is physically smaller than other students in the current grade level. 
 
5. The student is one of the youngest in his or her current class. 
 
6. The student seems to have average intellectual ability. 
 
7. The student has emotional disturbances. 
 
8. The student does not try to do well in school. 
 
9. The student has a brother or sister in one grade lower. 
 
10. The student cannot speak or understand English well. 
 
11. The student has been absent from school frequently and has not been presented 

with the material learned by the class. 
 
12. The student is in favor of retention. 
 
13. The student has moved often throughout his or her schooling. 
 
14. The student is from a deprived home and has had few experiences and little 

stimulation. 
 
15. Remedial programs are available. 
 
16.  It is predicted that the student will not be able to function successfully in the next 

grade if promoted.  
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